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The Wise One

During Bible times, people couldn’t turn on the evening news to find out what 
was happening in town. Instead, they’d hear news from the chatter of other citizens 
in shops, at the well, or as they went about their daily business. At Bethlehem  
Village, everyone will be asking questions, but you, as the Wise One, are someone 
“in the know” about everything Joseph and Mary have been doing. You’re more of a  
storyteller than someone who’s asking questions. 

The Wise One

• roams from shop to shop, giving everyone the “inside scoop” on what’s happening 
with the government, Mary, Joseph, and other characters in the dramas;

• initiates conversations about the Savior that allow kids and adults to talk about him;

• clears up any misunderstandings or details people might have missed during the 
drama; and

• reinforces each day’s Bible story.

The Wise One (who can be played by a man or a woman) is an important role at every 
Bethlehem Village. Follow these guidelines as you play the role of the Wise One:

Read each day’s Scripture from your Bible. Start with the most important 
“script”—God’s Word! Know what really happened in each day’s Bible story, and be 
prepared to share those details with the people you meet at Bethlehem Village.

Read each day’s Bible Background. This information is helpful in providing back-
ground insights, little-known facts, or history on these important events.

Read each drama script. Familiarize yourself with what people will have witnessed 
so you can understand what they know and don’t know.

Listen for the sound of the shofar. When you hear the sound of the shofar, you’ll 
know that the Marketplace shops are open for business. Take a basket and pose as a 
shopper, roaming from shop to shop.

Interact with shopkeepers and their “apprentices.” Each day, Tribes (groups of up 
to 10 people) will act as apprentices who try everything from toy making to baking. As 
they settle into their activities, you’ll have the opportunity to talk with them about the 
big news of the day—what’s happening in town. Remember, the Jews were anxious for 
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a leader of their own. Most people were looking for a political leader, someone from 
a powerful or wealthy family. You’re the one who knows what’s really happening with 
Joseph, Mary, and everyone involved in Jesus’ arrival!

Tribes will be in the Marketplace for 30 minutes at a time before new Tribes will 
enter. So after 30 minutes, it’s OK if some of your dialogue repeats.




